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University of Arkansas
Donald R. Bobbitt, Ph.D., President

Board of Trustees

 
Kelly Eicher, Chair
Steve Cox, Vice Chairman
Ted Dickey, Secretary
Sheffield Nelson, Assistant Secretary

Tommy Boyer
Ed Fryar, Ph.D.
Jeremy Wilson
Col. Nathaniel “Nate” Todd
Kevin Crass
Scott Ford

he academic 
procession originated 

in Europe about 800 
years ago. As the Middle Ages 

drew to a close, scholars began to 
associate in institutions accepting 
students for the purpose of higher 
learning. By the 13th century, these 
institutions had come to be known 
as universities – a name derived from 
the word universal, implying that 
they contained all the knowledge 
available at that time. The rise of 
these great European universities 
in Italy, France, England and the 
German states was an important 
part of the Renaissance. Faculties 
of these early universities wore 
robes similar to those of the clergy. 
Hooded robes began when itinerant 
or “begging” friars added tippets, or 
shoulder coverings, to the robes that 
contained a pocket to collect alms 
or offerings. Today’s academic hoods 
still contain pockets.
	 Part of the tradition of each 
university was to adopt official 
colors of the ornate academic robes 
its faculty would wear. Universities 
often selected colors derived from 
their sponsors, such as royal families 

or city-states. Although much of 
the pomp and circumstance of these 
early universities has passed into 
history, the academic gowns and 
hoods retain the colors passed down 
by generations of graduates.
	 American universities followed 
the traditions of the European 
universities by adopting their own 
academic colors, according to a 
variety of reasons. The University 
of Kansas chose blue and crimson 
because the faculty was divided 
between those wearing the blue of 
Yale University and the crimson of 
Harvard University. The gold and 
silver colors of the University of 
Colorado symbolized the mineral 
wealth that financed the university. 
The cardinal red of the University 
of Arkansas was chosen in 1895 
in a spirited contest, defeating 
heliotrope, a reddish purple; white 
was added years later after the rise of 
intercollegiate athletics.
	 In addition to the university 
colors worn on the back of the 
hoods, faculty holding doctoral 
and master’s degrees wear a specific 
color on the front bands of their 
gowns to denote the type of degree 

they possess. By the 17th century, 
there were four types of doctoral 
degrees – law, medicine, philosophy 
and theology – represented by the 
colors of purple, green, blue and red, 
respectively. As you see from your 
program, there are a large number of 
colors denoting the many different 
degrees awarded by universities. 
Many of these colors will be seen 
here today on the faculty and officers 
of the university.
	 The procession begins with the 
Grand Marshal representing the 
faculty, followed by the UAMS 
Chancellor, members of the 
University of Arkansas Board of 
Trustees, Deans of the colleges and 
platform guests. Members of the 
faculty of UAMS’ six colleges follow, 
and finally, the candidates receiving 
degrees.
	 In addition to their academic 
attire, the UAMS Chancellor and 
President of the University of 
Arkansas wear medallions signifying 
the powers vested in their offices. 
This is a tradition that also began in 
the Middle Ages and continues to 
this day.
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Commencement 2024

Order of Exercises
The Musical Prelude

Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Brass Quintet

Remarks on Academic Procession
Vice Marshal

Angela L. Scott, M.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor, College of Medicine

The Processional
Grand Marshal

Jeremy Thomas, Pharm.D.
Associate Professor, College of Pharmacy

The National Anthem†
Zoe Ledbetter

College of Pharmacy, Class of 2024

A Call to Gather
Susan McDougal, M.S., BCCC

Director of UAMS Pastoral Care Department and Clinical Pastoral Education Programs

Greeting from the UA System
Kelly Eichler, Chair

University of Arkansas Board of Trustees

Chancellor’s Award for Distinguished Service
Mandy Macke, J.D.

Presented by
Cam Patterson, M.D., MBA, Chancellor & CEO, UAMS Health

Stephanie Gardner, PharmD., Ed.D., Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Provost

Honorary Degree
David H. Pryor

Accepted by
Mark L. Pryor

Presented by
Chancellor Patterson

Provost Gardner

Chancellor’s Remarks
Chancellor Patterson

Conferring of Degrees
Chancellor Patterson

Provost Gardner
Deans of the Colleges

Recognition of Graduates and Closing Remarks
Chancellor Patterson

The Recessional††
Grand Marshal Thomas

Vice Marshal Scott
† The audience will please stand.

†† The audience will please remain seated until
the recessional has left the arena floor.
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Chancellor’s Award for Distinguished Service

Mandy Macke is the executive director 
and vice chair of the Willard and Pat Walker 
Charitable Foundation located in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. Mandy works tirelessly across the 
state and around the country to carry out the 
mission and vision of the foundation. The 
Walker Foundation is committed to supporting 
charitable, religious, scientific, literary and 
education endeavors across Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
and Missouri. Mandy has worked for the Walker 
Foundation since 2003 and served as executive 
director and vice chair since 2013.

A Fayetteville native and a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas with both undergraduate 
and juris doctorate degrees, Mandy has served 
the UAMS community in many vital roles. 
For more than 21 years, Mandy has served 
on various boards and advisory committees 

engaging in and advancing the mission-critical 
work of a multitude of programs across the 
institution. She joined the UAMS Northwest 
Arkansas Regional Campus Board of Advisors 
and the board of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller 
Cancer Institute in 2016, followed by joining 
the board of the Harvey and Bernice Jones 
Eye Institute and the Donald W. Reynolds 
Institute on Aging in 2019. In 2023, she 
became involved with the UAMS Well Into the 
Future Capital Campaign Committee. During 
her engagement with UAMS on behalf of the 
Walker Foundation, Mandy has been personally 
responsible for facilitating and advocating for 
more than $47 million in private philanthropic 
support to advance UAMS’ education, research 
and clinical initiatives that will deliver dramatic 
and lasting health and health care improvements 
for our state.

Mandy consistently leads by example when 
serving in these volunteer roles, taking her 
advocacy for our institution to continual new 
heights. She enthusiastically embraces the 
opportunity to listen and learn about the many 
ways UAMS serves Arkansans in every county 
across the state, and she actively encourages 
others to do the same. Mandy is a steadfast 
leader whose personal humility would never 
allow her to seek the spotlight, but her opinion 
and her counsel are often among the first sought 
when faced with new opportunities and difficult 
decisions. She is entrepreneurial in her approach, 
always exercising caution and concern for the 
greater good as she seeks to represent and deliver 
on the philanthropic intentions of the family she 
represents.

UAMShealth.com

we                             paying it forward

“Willard and Pat knew that if their neighbors needed assistance, 
they would in turn give assistance. Time and again, they would see 
their friends and neighbors benefit from UAMS. Pat and Willard’s 
generosity made their neighborhood a better place, and UAMS 
helped make that a possibility. Their efforts were successful and our 
community continues to thrive. I am a huge supporter of UAMS, and 
I cannot see anybody but UAMS filling this role.” – Mandy Macke

Throughout their lives, the late Pat and Willard Walker directed their efforts to causes 
and organizations across the state. Today, their legacies live on through the good 
works of the Willard and Pat Walker Charitable Foundation. It has helped transform 
the medical and educational landscape in Arkansas through its commitment to UAMS, 
contributing more than $43 million to multiple initiatives.

Mandy Macke, of Fayetteville, carries on Pat and Willard’s philanthropic spirit as 
the foundation’s executive director. Like the Walkers, Mandy believes in helping her 
neighbors and ensuring that everyone has access to the same level of care. That begins 
with UAMS providing ongoing training for practicing doctors in Northwest Arkansas and 
medical residency slots close to home. With more doctors comes better access to care, 
and that helps Northwest Arkansas reach its full potential.

Mandy Macke

1910609 UAMS Feb Citiscapes_Macke.indd   11910609 UAMS Feb Citiscapes_Macke.indd   1 12/18/19   10:32 AM12/18/19   10:32 AM



6

Honorary Degree

Senator David H. Pryor

 David Hampton Pryor had a tenure of 
distinguished public service that stretched across 
four decades. He was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives (1966-1973), as Arkansas’ 39th 
Governor (1975-1979), and as a U.S. Senator (1980-
1997). In 2004, he was appointed the inaugural 
dean of the University of Arkansas Clinton School 
of Public Service, serving until 2006. In 2009, Gov. 
Mike Beebe appointed him to a 10-year term on the 
University of Arkansas Board of Trustees.

A native of Camden, Senator Pryor and his three 
siblings grew up in a family already committed 
to public service: both his father, William Edgar 
Pryor, and grandfather were sheriffs and his mother, 
Susan, became the first woman to run for elective 
office when she ran for county clerk in 1926 and 
was later elected to the school board. Senator Pryor 
graduated in 1957 from the University of Arkansas 
with a degree in government and earned a law 
degree in 1964. He married Barbara Jean Lunsford 
in 1957. They are the proud parents of three sons, 
David Jr., Mark, and Scott. Mark also entered public 
service, serving as a state legislator (1991-1995), 
state attorney general (1999-2003) and then in 2002 
was elected to the U.S. Senate seat once held by his 
father, serving from 2003-2015.

He was elected in 1960 to the first of three terms 
in the state House of Representatives at the age of 
26. As governor, he is credited with a reorganization 
of state government and creation of a state natural 
and cultural heritage department. As a Senator, Pryor 
chaired the Senate Special Committee on Aging, was 
a member of the Senate Agricultural Committee and 
a member of the Senate Finance Committee.  

Retiring from public office in 1997, Senator 
Pryor became a Fulbright Distinguished Fellow of 
Law and Public Affairs, a lecturer in public policy 
at the University of Arkansas and a Distinguished 
Visiting Lecturer in Politics at Lyon College. In 
2000, he became a Fellow and subsequent Director 
of the Institute of Politics at the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University. The archiving 
of his gubernatorial and senatorial papers by the 

University of Arkansas led to the 2005 establishment 
of the David and Barbara Pryor Center for Oral and 
Visual History to document the cultural heritage of 
Arkansans by collecting audio and video resources to 
share with scholars, students, and the public. In June 
2006, President George W. Bush nominated him to 
a six-year term on the board of the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting.

Senator Pryor was a strong and constant friend 
of UAMS. Throughout his career, he and Barbara 
attended numerous events supporting and 
celebrating UAMS. In 2013, they were honored 
at the UAMS Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 
Institute’s Gala for Life with the Pat and Willard 
Walker Tribute Award for their support of the 
institute’s work. In 2018, the UA Board of Trustees 
honored him as the first ever Chair Emeritus of the 
Board in honor of his service, followed by naming 
him a Trustee Emeritus upon his 2019 retirement. 

Senator Pryor passed away on April 20, 2024 at 
the age of 89. 
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Commencement Ceremony Participants

College of  
Health Professions
Candidates presented by  
Susan Long, Ed.D.
Dean of the College of Health Professions

Faculty Marshals
Samuel Atcherson, Ph.D., CCC-A, FNAP
Audiology 
Professor

Andrew Prince, M.S., CT(ASCP)CM
Cytology  
Assistant Professor

Claire Tucker, Ed.D., RDH   
Dental Hygiene
Chair and Associate Professor

Bridget Fitzhugh, M.S., RDH   
Dental Hygiene 
Assistant Professor 

Layla Q. Simmons, M.Ed., RDCS, RDMS   
Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Program Director and Assistant Professor

Courtney Fose, MS, RD, LD, CNSC, FAND
Dietetics
Program Director and Assistant Professor

Lesley Jones, M.S., RD, LD  
Dietetics 
Instructor 

Noelle R. Danylchuk, M.S., L.C.G.C.   
Genetic Counseling 
Chair and Assistant Professor

Cherika Robertson, M.Ed., MLS (ASCP)CM
Medical Laboratory Sciences
Assistant Professor and Assistant Program Director-
Traditional Program

Thomas Cunningham, CNMT, NMTCB(CT)
Nuclear Medicine Imaging Sciences
Instructor and Clinical Coordinator 

Christopher Walter, P.T, D.P.T, Ph.D
Physical Therapy
Associate Professor

Edward Williams, DMSc, M.Ed., PA-C   
Physician Assistant Studies 
Chair and Associate Professor

Lisa A. Rhoden, M.Ed., R.T.(R)(M)(ARRT), CNMT
Radiologic Imaging Sciences
Program Director and Associate Professor

Tom Jones, Ed.D, RRT, CPFT
Respiratory Care 
Chair and Associate Professor

Dana Moser, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Speech-Language Pathology 
Program Director and Associate Professor 

Ramp Marshals
Tina Maddox, Ph.D., RD, LD
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
 
Lyndsay Johnson, M.S.
Director of Student Services

Diploma Assistant
Phyllis Fields, M.Ed.
Associate Dean for Student Affairs 

Announcer
Jessica Stahulak, MHA
Associate Dean of Administration
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Commencement Ceremony Participants

Fay W. Boozman College                  
of Public Health
Candidates presented by  
Mark L. Williams, Ph.D.
Dean of the Fay W. Boozman College of 
Public Health

Faculty Marshals
Clare Brown, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Health Policy and Management 
Vice Chair for Education

Jaimi L. Allen, Ph.D., CHES
Instructor
Department of Epidemiology

Ramp Marshals
Melissa Yandell, Ph.D., M.H.A. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Health Policy and Management 

Karie Weber, Ph.D., M.H.S.
Assistant Professor  
Department of Epidemiology  

Diploma Assistant
Wendy Nembhard, Ph.D., M.P.H., FACE 
Professor 
Chair, Department of Epidemiology 

Announcer
Austin Porter, DrPH, M.P.H. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Health Policy and Management 
Director, Doctor of Public Health Program 

College of Nursing
Candidates Presented by

Patricia Cowan, Ph.D., RN, FAAN
Dean of the College of Nursing

BSN Faculty Marshals
Kimberly Stickley, DNP, RN, APRN, FNP-C, 
PMHNP-BC
Clinical Assistant Professor

Fermin Renteria, DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC, CNE
Clinical Assistant Professor; BSN Program Director

MNSc Marshal
Kellie Bishop, DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC, PMHS
Clinical Instructor; Specialty Coordinator, Primary Care 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

DNP Marshal
Cesalie Wallace, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC, NP-C
Clinical Instructor 

Ramp Marshals
Brittany Beasley, PhD, RN, CNE
Clinical Assistant Professor

Janice Taylor, DNP, APRN, GNP-BC, AGPCNP-BC
Clinical Assistant Professor; Specialty Coordinator for 
Adult Gerontology Primary Care

Diploma Assistant
Teresa Whited, DNP, RN, APRN, CPNP-PC
Associate Dean for Academic Programs; Clinical
Associate Professor

Announcer
Neal Reeves, MBA, DNP, RN-BC
Clinical Assistant Professor and
Nursing Administration Master’s Specialty Coordinator
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College of Pharmacy
Candidates presented by  
Cindy D. Stowe, Pharm.D.
Dean of the College of Pharmacy

Faculty Marshals
Brendan Frett, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Science

Seth Heldenbrand, Pharm.D. 
Associate Dean of Experiential Education 
Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacy Practice

Diploma Assistant
David Caldwell, Pharm.D. 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacy Practice 

Announcer
Ashok E. Philip, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean for Student Services Professor,
Department of Pharmaceutical Science

Ramp Marshal
Amit Tiwari, Ph.D.
Associate Dean of Research and Graduate Studies 
Professor
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences

Chris Johnson, Pharm.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Pharmacy Practice

College of Medicine
Candidates Presented by

Steven A. Webber, MBChB, MRCP 
Dean of the College of Medicine and  
UAMS Executive Vice Chancellor

Faculty Marshal
Sharanda Williams, M.A.
Director of Academic Affairs

Ramp Marshals
Emily Fields
Junior Class President

Jared Canonigo
Sophomore Class President

Diploma Assistant
James Graham, M.D.
Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Announcer
Rebecca Latch, M.D.
Associate Dean for Student Affairs
Associate Professor
Department of Pediatrics
 

Commencement Ceremony Participants
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Commencement Ceremony Participants

Graduate School
Candidates presented by  
Sean D. Taverna, Ph.D.
Dean of the Graduate School

Ph.D. Faculty Marshal 
David Ussery, Ph.D. 
Professor 
College of Medicine, Department of 
Biomedical Informatics

M.S. Faculty Marshal 
Antiño Allen, Ph.D. 
Professor 
College of Pharmacy, Department of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences

Ramp Marshals
Alicia Byrd, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
College of Medicine, Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology

Robert Eoff, Ph.D. 
Professor 
College of Medicine, Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology

Diploma Assistant 
Charlotte Gass, M.A.
Director of Admissions, International Student Advisor 
Graduate School

Announcer 
Latrina Prince, Ed.D. 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Graduate School
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College of Health Professions

Candidates presented by

Susan Long, Ed.D.
Dean of the College of 
Health Professions

Bachelor of Science in Cardio 
Respiratory Care
Kendall Erin Breshears
Kelsey Chism
Megan Elizabeth Davis
Cinidy Escobar
Clare Parker
Kayla Ann Ventress
Megan Shallie Witt

Bachelor of Science in Cytology
Nicole Francks
Jasmine Monique Harper
Sally Ruth Keys
Sophia Trieu Nguyen
Abigail Oosterling
Ashley Christine Smith

Bachelor of Science in Dental 
Hygiene
Abigail Grayce Bailey
Peyton Nicole Brocato
Maci Grace Brown
Matthew Lane Chandler
Samantha Jo Chandler
Caitlyn Nicole Culpepper
Mykah Elysse Evans
Alyssa Michele Fason
Clara H. Garner
Catherine Raye Gentry
Halley Raye Gentry
Chasity Lynn Gibb
Emma Green
Akayah Grigsby
Anna Haley
Tabitha Marie Hammaker
Megan Marie Hodges
Sabrina Jones
Courtney Paige Knight
Ferrin Knight
Gracie Anna Mason
Emily Faith McBay
Ashlee M. McCoy
Vanessa Nicole Narvaez

Ashley Grace Osburn
Eliza Grace Raspberry
Courtney Brooke Soulsby
Madison Blayne Spears
Hannah Marie Strong
Ashlyn Taylor
Sydney Brooke Teer
Allison Tubbs
Amy Madeline Webre
Marly Jaye Welborn
Whitney Dean West

Bachelor of Science in 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Macy Lynn Ault
Julia Renee Barham
Katelyn Marie Byrd
Brandy Ginna Jameson Clark
Sarah Lynn Cluff
Hannah Nicole Gilbert
Melanie Halfacre
Hope JoAnn Hartle
Madalyn Hogue
Emilee Hunt
Shanai Manning
Mary Carol McNabb
Alexandria Kay Nichols
Katherine Marie Robertson
Karlie Ann Ward
Helen Renee Wedaman

Bachelor of Science in Medical 
Laboratory Sciences
Whitney Abate
Zakaria Abouyoussef
Erin Elizabeth Acosta
Aprill Punio Aguila
Manilyn Llaguno Aguilar
Jeremiah David Aguirre
Abby Ruth Akins
Taylor Lea Akmon
Najwan S. Al Qashteeni
Laura Michele Alascio
Hodan Mohamed Ali
Maryan Ali
Michael A. Aligaz
Delaney Allen
Claudia Anan
Daisy L. Anderson
Tera Justine Anderson

Anabel Bonoan Andres
Vakesha R. Anthony
Amir Ansar Arebete
Angela Suzanne Arnold
Michelle D. Arsego
Bernadeth Bagalso
Cierra Zhade Barden
Lori Wiliams Barnett
Ethan J. Barrett
Hannah Kathleen Beck
Maleisa Kay Belcher
Jill Bellomy
Jordyn D. Bennett
Michelle Antoinette Bennett
Ashlea Elizabeth Bennington
Justine Reyes Bersonda
Sydnee Biscoe
Nicholas E Bogart
YaVonne Catherine Bourbeau
Holly Box
Kimberly Brad
Josie Leona Brewer
Hailey Marie Brinkman
Amanda G. Brundage
Andrea Buccelli
Victoria Busby
Randi Nicole Byrd
Hayley Brooke Callaway
Jenna Marie Campbell
Cierra James Casnave
Min Tong Cheung
Sandra Jane Childress
Ha Eun Choi
Christina Danielle Clark
Pamela A. Clark
Chevie Marie Clay
Lisa Beth Conti
Jessica Converse
Melanie Sharon Cooper
Alexis Dawn Cornelison
Susan Cortez
Ashlei N. Crowe
Lisa M. Dart
Rebecca Larae Dean
Desirae Nicole Dennis
Saynab Dini
Ngan Kim Doan
Pa Dao Drivas
Jennifer DuMontelle
William L. Duran
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College of Health Professions

Haris Durmic
Corey Easterday
Aurora Dawn Edwards
Jessica Rose Edwards
Sarah Nicole Elsbecker
Olivia Paige Fabbri
Hana Faint
Kelsey Fant
Marie Farrugia Burris
Jessica Lynn Ferenc
Amber Fern
Roxanna Michelle Fernandez
Caitlin Renee Fetters
Katherine Flores
Sarah Jane Floyd
Melanie Harris Fowler
Robbie Garcia
Brittany Elizabeth Garrison
Melissa Garza
Stephanie Nicole Ginter
Rewa Nicole Gist
Kendra Hope Gluff
Ashley Marguerite Godward
Victoria D. Greer
Mimi Fedric Grissom
Karima Guillen
Arianna Cedella Gutierrez
Gary Adam Gutierrez
Gabriele Marie Guzman
Lauren O Gwin
Carissa Jo Hagenbeck
Sheryl Jean Hagood
Tizita Melaku Hailu
Jennifer Lee Hainline
Deanna Shree Halbert
Rosie Charisse Hambrick
Rose Ann Hance
Jesse James Handley
Jennifer Leigh Hardwick
Naomi Ann Hart
Rebecca A. Harvey
Reico Bernard Harvey
Frances Kelly Heid
Therese Stephanie Henry
Jessica Jane S Hernandez
Karla Michelle Hernandez
John Adam Hilliard
Jonathan Lee Ikaika Hinshaw
Nicholas Ryan Hinton
Cynthia Marie Hopkins
Dayna Marie Horan

Holly Brooke Horton
Christi Rachelle Hosick
Madison Marie Hubbard
Katherine Jo Hughes
Tabatha Lynn Hummel
Shawna Marie Kaser
Amy Patricia Hunter
Kayla E. Jebrouni
Holly Maria Johnson
James Matthew Johnson
Scarlet Johnson
Donna Ann Jordan
Xennah Mae Fontanilla Julian
Alyson Leigh Katz
Hiroyuki Kawai
Arianna Elizabeth Kimbler
Olivia Emma Caroline Klotz
Allison Nicole Kral
Emily Krieg
Caitlin Kay Kunick
Alesha Lafuria
Kaitlyn Ainsley Lancaster
Kari Ann Lawrence
Kaylee Nicole LeBlanc
Hee Sook Lee
Jee Eun Lee
Rachel Nichole Lee
Marissa Lewis
Kirsten Louann Linger
Jacqueline Lopez
Rena E. Lopez
Zachary David Lunn
Phi-Christopher Ly
Kellie Ann Lydon
Lylah Giselle Lyzzaik
Jessica Marie Manning
Abigail Mansfield
Leigha Paige Martin
Monica Martinez
Colin Curtis Matthews
TaKenya Antoneisha McCool
Jovitta Lavonn McDowell
Ashley B. McEndree
Kasey Rae Meeks
Brooke A Miller
Jodi R. Miller
Abdirazak Mohamud Mohamed
Deborah Kaye Montgomery
Kristen Michelle Moore
Katie Ann Moreau
Jessica Renae Morrison

Meghan Marie Mulloy
Brandy Bolding Murphy
Annah Tsitsi Mvere
Irene Njoki Mwangi
Tanya Renee Myers
Amanda J. Navarro
Lauren C. Nefflen
Lavandra Felesha Neilly
Leah Nelson
Sameth Nen
Nhat H. Nguyen
Stacey Loan Nguyen
Thao T. Nguyen
Thi Thi Phuong Nguyen
Thuy Hoang Khanh Nguyen
Danielle S. Niblet
Christopher Mark Nichols
Cassidy Janae Niswonger
Rosanna Lee Norman
Colton Oest
Ayodeji Ebenezer Olawumi
Richard T Oldham
Rennan Lucas Oliveira
Samantha Elizabeth Oliver
Fatuma H. Omar
Jessika Ortez
Lynn Ashley Otto
Ashley Dawn Page
Lydia M. Page
Christine Park
Jalpa Harsh Patel
Khyati C Patel
Mitixa K Patel
Ashley Nicole Patrick
Kristin Peck
China Michelle Pelkey
Brittany Smith Penland
Rachel L. Perkins
Tina Pham
Elizabeth Pidgeon
Deanna Polen
Emily Elizabeth Price
Julie Ann Priester
Daun L. Pringle
Matthew Edward Pruitt
Gladys Puebla De Rodriguez
Tracy Lynn Purdy
Maram Qattum
Ana Quintanilla
Genia Kwan Ray
Amy Renae Richardson



13

College of Health Professions

Elizabeth Martin Riddle
Leslie S Roselli
Alyson Leslie Rutigliano
Fahedra Nohely Salas
Rosanni-Ira Sanchez
Kelli Schlicher
Elizabeth Ann Schneider
Shadenna M Scott-Henderson
Jamie Carolesha Eula Scroggins
Valerie Ann Seeman
Shimeles Senbeto
Parysusy Rodriguez Sevilla
Kelsey Nicole Sewell
Eyob Anshiso Sharge
Dinah Sinning
Jennifer Nicole Skinner
Katalyn Marie Smith
Maria Diane Snowden
Stephanie South
Leana Steele
LaKesha Nicole Stewart
Amy Beth Strong
Amanda Nicole Surla
Kimberly Sutton
Abby LeeAnn Swofford
Logan K Taylor
Marci Elizabeth Taylor
Stephanie Thornhill
Angela Torres
Nelson Leonard Towns
Linh T Tran
Phuong Hai Minh Tran
Nga Thi Kim Truong
Megan Twigg
Samantha Marie Urbanec
Angelica Raquel Zamarron Valdez
Jaryam Valle
Alayna Vega
April Dawn Vetter
Christelle Vincent
Jessica Ellen Wagner
Elizabeth Marilyn Walker
Sarah Walker
Heather Marie Waltermire
Lisa R. Warren
Colin Watson
Alexandria Welborn
Jennifer Fridell Wenger
Mollianne Rose White
Stephanie Renee Whitten
Aimee Widhalm

Amber Wilder
Catherine Petty Williams
Rebecca J Wolfe
Derek Jeffrey Wooldridge
Samantha A Wronowski
Carlissa Danielle Wrushen
Alejandro Paul Zermeno
Tracie A Zimmer
Sara Elizabeth Zimmerman

Bachelor of Science in Nuclear 
Medicine Imaging Sciences
Sarah Ashlyne Albert
Robert Burton
Hannah Lea Carter
Susan Elizabeth Chaney
Blaise Cameron Crochet
Grace Caroline Gottner
Jaeden Renae Greser
Mary Maragret Aiken
Lexi Leigh Hollinger
Maddlyn Kaye Hughes
Lucas Andersen Kahney
Jose De Jesus Martinez
Jodi Michelle McNulty
Alexia Morgan
Abbey Grace Richardson
Dalis Sambrano
Brennan Whalen
LaTaaron R. White
Lamar Wofford

Bachelor of Science in 
Radiologic Imaging Sciences
Dawn Aliza Alexander
Megan Grennan Andino
Ashley Blair Ansel
Mallory Katherine Bailey
Corinne Michelle Bashaw
Brooklyn Nicole Cummings
Katie Lizabeth Ellis
Dominique Esposito
Cayley Brooke Freeman
Allie Hope Grisham
Haley Anna Harris
Brooke Elisabeth Henderson
Angelina Kate Hines
Joseph Tyler Holland
Macey Kay Jasmin
Stephanie Nicole Jeans

Chandler Ty Jordan
Stephanie Lee
Lester Lopez
Zachary Keith McFadden
Mallory Blake Oliver
Joseph David Dale Pearson
Zachary Pennington
Rosa Maria Perea
Donna Stiefel Phillips
Alese S. Roberson
Colten Gage Smith
Myka Elise Strickland
Danielle Trenholm
Karina Velez Villa
Isabella Chase Ward
Tiffany Watson
Jennifer Leigh Wright
Kellie Lavarne Yeargin
Christin Grace Young

Master of Physician Assistant 
Studies
Cassandra S. Atkinson
Sydney Blair Biles
Margaret Huffman Boles
Emma Catherine Cheek
Marina Renee Durrett Davenport
Patrick Jacob Dorothy
Emma Grace Eastep
Spencer Greer
Jeremy Dotson Grigg
Sarah Hamilton
Emily Reagan Housley
Harry Alexander Jeffrey
Caleb M Johnson
Michael Jorgensen
Madison Kathleen Loyd
Jordan Mallard
Blake Thomas Mitchell
Mary Kathryn Moore
Luke Christian Edwards Orison
Camryn Jane Pierce
Madison Rae Reynolds
Devon Rice
Audrey Robyn Roberts
Emma Roberts
Anthony Rogers
Landen Wayne Saling
Mary Elizabeth Selanders
Lauren Nicole Sims
Aubrey Madison Smith
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College of Health Professions

Chad Desmond Taylor
Miriam Paloma Tovar Chavez
Patric Scott Waymire
Wesley Wells
Carlee Hutchins West
Alyson Beth White
Megan Wilson
Parker James Work

Master of Science in 
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders
Alexa Elaine Chiolino
Maha Daifallah
Sydney Nicole Donaldson
Hannah Kay Freeman
Emily Grace Hahn
Cassie Jo Johnson
Ashley Piechocki
Kendall E Prevoznik
Sarah Carinne Rosin
Dorothy Suzanne Schwander
Marzetta Laverne Scott
Lacey Elizabeth Simpson
Avery Smith
Chloe Draper Smith
Blair Stewart
Ashley Victoria Sutton
Haley Marie Thrash
Sierra Rayne Turner
Courtney West
Mallory Blair Wine
Sydney Caroline Wray
Yeager

Master of Science in Dietetics
Sydney Elaine Boudrey
Lexee Blair Caldwell
Julia Renee Clark
Mary Elizabeth Engskov
Lee V Epstein

Jordan Ashli Furr
Samantha Tomiko Ito
Garrett Lee Jackson
Kati Morrow
Nallely Liset Solis
Hayley Renee Stewart
Rebekah Noelle Stubbs
Abby Grace Tipton
Elizabeth Turley

Master of Science in Genetic 
Counseling
Rosalyn Dorothy Brown
Brittany Savannah Burnside
Rajeshwari Koti
Victoria Raven Prater-Rochier
Michael Taylor Rexroad

Doctor of Audiology
Elizabeth A. Goodlett
Abby Nicole Gragg
Dalton Jones
Allison Anne Mabry
Ana Paula Miller
Samantha Faye Veerling
Abigail Layne Voyles

Doctor of Physical Therapy
Rylee Aggus
Maya Talise Wilson Bates
Sara Jessica Betts
Nicole Patricia Jeanne Buzzee
Kimberly Heather Cortez
Robert Landon Crider
Sadie May Crismon
Kya Jae DeZurik
Sarah Nicole Dodge
Mallory Gail Gonzalez
Riley Danielle Hill
Kinzie Kight
Courtney Estelle Kirk

Lizeth Martinez-Lopez
Stephen Myers
Ikedichi Scott Onyeokeziri
Daniel Luis Patiño-Gallegos
Manning Bruce Pletz
Jillian Rose Prince
Kendall Nicole Schulte
Benjamin Michael Shearer
Cara Leanne Stine
Taylor Stephen Weber
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College of Health Professions
Candidates for Degrees with Honors

College of Health Professions

Cardio Respiratory Care 
Bachelor of Science with  
High Honors

Megan Shallie Witt

Cardio Respiratory Care 
Bachelor of Science with 
Honors

Cindy Escobar

Cytology

Bachelor of Science with High 
Honors

Jasmine Monique Harper
Abigail Oosterling

Cytology

Bachelor of Science with 
Honors

Nicole Francks
Jackson D Gill
Cody Whittaker

Faculty Gold Key

Jasmine Monique Harper

Dental Hygiene 
Bachelor of Science with

High Honors

Peyton Nicole Brocato
Halley Raye Gentry
Megan Marie Hodges
Sabrina Jones
Courtney Paige Knight
Ferrin Knight
Gracie Anna Mason
Ashlee M. McCoy
Eliza Grace Raspberry
Courtney Brooke Soulsby
Madison Blayne Spears
Allison Tubbs
Amy Madeline Webre
Marly Jaye Welborn
Whitney Dean West

Dental Hygiene 
Bachelor of Science  
with Honors

Vanessa Nicole Narvaez
Ashlyn Taylor

Faculty Gold Key

Marly Welborn
Ashlee McCoy

Diagnostic Medical

Sonography

Bachelor of Science  
with High Honors

Sarah Lynn Cluff
Melanie Halfacre
Hope JoAnn Hartle
Emilee Hunt
Shanai Manning
Mary Carol McNabb
Alexandria Kay Nichols
Helen Renee Wedaman

Diagnostic Medical

Sonography

Bachelor of Science with 
Honors

Macy Lynn Ault
Madalyn Hogue
Katherine Marie Robertson
Karlie Ann Ward

Faculty Gold Key

Mary Carol McNabbb

Medical Laboratory Sciences

Bachelor of Science with

High Honors

Abby Ruth Akins
Najwan S. Al Qashteeni
Tera Justine Anderson
Maleisa Kay Belcher
Justine Reyes Bersonda
Amanda G. Brundage
Jenna Marie Campbell
Chevie Marie Clay
Lisa Beth Conti

Jessica Converse
Rebecca Larae Dean
Desirae Nicole Dennis
Jennifer DuMontelle
Haris Durmic
Jessica Rose Edwards
Sarah Nicole Elsbecker
Marie Farrugia Burris
Melanie Harris Fowler
Carissa Jo Hagenbeck
Reico Bernard Harvey
John Adam Hilliard
Jonathan Lee Ikaika Hinshaw
Dayna Marie Horan
Holly Brooke Horton
Katherine Jo Hughes
Olivia Emma Caroline Klotz
Leigha Paige Martin
Deborah Kaye Montgomery
Tanya Renee Myers
Colton Oest
Ashley Dawn Page
Lydia M. Page
Khyati C Patel
Julie Ann Priester
Leslie S Roselli
Alyson Leslie Rutigliano
Fahedra Nohely Salas
Rosanni-Ira Sanchez
Valerie Ann Seeman
Parysusy Rodriguez Sevilla
Maria Diane Snowden
Stephanie Thornhill
Colin Watson
Jennifer Fridell Wenger
Stephanie Renee Whitten
Catherine Petty Williams

Medical Laboratory Sciences

Bachelor of Science with

Honors

Laura Michele Alascio
Delaney Allen
Michelle D Arsego
Nicholas E Bogart
Ha Eun Choi
Pamela A. Clark
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Candidates for Degrees with Honors

College of Health Professions
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Ngan Kim Doan
Katherine Flores
Mimi Fedric Grissom
Gary Adam Gutierrez
Sheryl Jean Hagood
Jesse James Handley
Hiroyuki Kawai
Kirsten Louann Linger
Cassidy Janae Niswonger
Rosanna Lee Norman
Jessika Ortez
Mitixa K Patel
Rachel L. Perkins
Emily Elizabeth Price
Kelli Schlicher
Angelica Raquel Zamarron Valdez
Tracie A Zimmer

Faculty Gold Key

Abby Akins
Justine Bersonda
Maleisa Belcher
Kimberly Brad
Tanya Meyers
Thuy Nguyen
YaVonne Bourbeau
Reico Harvey

Nuclear Medicine Imaging

Sciences

Bachelor of Science with

High Honors

Hannah Lea Carter
Susan Elizabeth Chaney
Grace Caroline Gottner
Mary Aiken Hall
Lucas Andersen Kahney
Jody Michelle McNulty
Brennan Whalen

Nuclear Medicine Imaging

Sciences

Bachelor of Science with

Honors

Blaise Cameron Crochet
Alexia Morgan

Faculty Gold Key

Susan Elizabeth Chaney

Radiologic Imaging Sciences

Bachelor of Science with High

Honors

Megan Grennan Andino
Ashley Blair Ansel
Brooklyn Nicole Cummings
Donna Stiefel Phillips
Colten Gage Smith
Danielle Trenholm

Radiologic Imaging Sciences

Bachelor of Science with 
Honors

Cayley Brooke Freeman
Angelina Kate Hines
Joseph Tyler Holland
Tiffany Watson

Faculty Gold Key

Megan Grennan Andino

Physician Assistant Studies

Master of Physician Assistant 
Studies with High Honors

Cassandra S. Atkinson 
Sydney Blair Biles
Margaret Huffman Boles
Emma Catherine Cheek
Jeremy Dotson Grigg
Michael James Jorgensen
Blake Thomas Mitchell
Madison Rae Reynolds
Devon Rice
Audrey Robyn Roberts
Mary Elizabeth Selanders
Megan Wilson

Physician Assistant Studies

Master of Physician Assistant 
Studies with Honors

Emma Grace Eastep
Mary K. Moore
Chad Desmond Taylor
Patric Scott Waymire

Faculty Gold Key

Carlee Hutchins West

Communication Sciences and 
Disorders

Master of Science with High 
Honors

Alexa Elaine Chiolino
Maha Daifallah
Sydney Nicole Donaldson
Hannah Kay Freeman
Emily Grace Hahn
Cassie Jo Johnson
Ashley Piechocki
Kendall E Prevoznik
Dorothy Suzanne Schwander
Marzetta Laverne Scott
Lacey Elizabeth Simpson
Avery Smith
Chloe Draper Smith
Ashley Victoria Sutton
Haley Marie Thrash
Sierra Rayne Turner
Courtney West
Mallory Blair Wine
Sydney Caroline Wray
Yeager

Faculty Gold Key

Yeager

Dietetics

Master of Science with High 
Honors

Sydney Elaine Boudrey
Lexee Blair Caldwell
Julia Renee Clark
Mary Elizabeth Engskov
Levi V. Epstein
Jordan Ashli Furr
Samantha Tomiko Ito
Garrett Lee Jackson
Kati L. Morrow
Nallely Liset Solis
Hayley Renee Stewart
Rebekah Noelle Stubbs
Abby Grace Tipton
Elizabeth Turley
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Faculty Gold Key 
Jordan Ashli Furr

Genetic Counseling

Master of Science with High

Honors

Rosalyn Dorothy Brown
Brittany Savannah Burnside
Michael Taylor Rexroad

Genetic Counseling

Master of Science with Honors

Rajeshwari Koti
Victoria Raven Prater-Rochier

Doctor of Audiology with

High Honors

Elizabeth A. Goodlett
Abby Nicole Gragg
Dalton Jones
Allison Anne Mabry
Ana Paula Miller
Samantha Faye Veerling
Abigail Layne Voyles

Faculty Gold Key

Elizabeth A. Goodlett

Doctor of Physical Therapy

with High Honors

Rylee Aggus
Maya Talise Wilson Bates
Nicole Patricia Jeanne Buzzee
Kimberly Heather Cortez
Kya Jae DeZurik
Mallory Gail Gonzalez
Lizeth Martinez-Lopez
Manning Bruce Pletz
Kendall Nicole Schulte

Doctor of Physical Therapy

With Honors

Sara Jessica Betts
Robert Landon Crider
Sadie May Crismon
Riley Danielle Hill
Courtney Estelle Kirk
Ikedichi Scott Onyeokeziri
Jillian Rose Prince
Benjamin Michael Shearer
Taylor Stephen Weber

Faculty Gold Key

Maya Bates – Academic Gold Key
Kendall Schlute – Clinical Gold Key
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College of Nursing

Candidates Presented by

Patricia Cowan,  
Ph.D., RN, FAAN
Dean of the College of 
Nursing

Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Nadia Valeria Albonetti
Jessica Renea Armstrong
Benjamin Clark Askew
Kaleigh B. Bagwell
Lauren Danna Barnett
Jamie Lee Bostick-Durfee
Ethan Cole Briggler
Natalie Burklow
Amelia I. Butler
Chelle Olene Byron
Lindsey Grace Byrum
Elizabeth Marie Cagle
JociAnna Chong Gum
Khoi Anh Chu
Madison Kennedy Cobb
Hayden L. Coleman
Kathryn Elizabeth Coleman
Camille Kathryn Crone 
Ryee Paige Davis
Satya Davis
Tyler Dan Dawson
Steven M. Dunn
Keithley Nicole Felton
Nathan Allan Freeman
Rachel Lannette French
Rebecca Faye Gallaher
Carrington Michelle Gay
Zachariah Cain Glover
Sara Elayna Gonzales
Cheryl Nicole Griffee
Fess Chanel Hawkins
Skye Elizabeth Heffernan
Sidney Rae Huffman
Aria Aysiana Hughes
Courtney Lauren Hughes
Madison Claire Hughes
Sea Jaeschke-Jester
Andrew Wilton Jennings
Khel Sabin Jewett
Spenser Nicolas Killgore
Daeun Kim
Brenna Kuenzi
Chelsea Marie Lee
Gillian L. Lockley
Seath Mahoney
Salvador Martinez

Lindsey McFadden
Alyssa Moomey
Elizabeth Marie Nowak
Yujin Park
Lina Dharmesh Patel
Mallory Renee Poe
Luis Daniel Ramos Perez
Sarah Raney
Brittany Nicole Rice
Allie Rogers  
Christiana Suzanne Rollason
Alyssa Ruff
Austin Caleb Ryall
Allie Brianne Saunders
Chloe Nicole Sawyer
Amanda Shalter
Taylor Jordan Shelton
Anna Catherine Shewmake
Michael Sims
Adam Soto
Morgan Grace Sprinkle
Taylor Breanne Stecks
Kiana Simone Steplight
Drew MacKenzie Stuart
Heather Cathleen Susky
Katherine Teske
Christina Elizabeth Tolley
Adrian Trejo 
Madison Beth Trivitt
Alicia Dawn Turner
Lauren Danielle Tucker
Alexis Abigail Villalobos
Brandon Lee Wallace
Abigail Waller
Daelynn Raye White
Jackson Reid Wiedower
Brooke Wiggins
Ryan Bailey Williams
Brianna Michelle Willis
Alexis Worley
Brittany Nicole Wright

Master of Nursing Science
Emily Paige Austin
Nicholas R. Bahner
Grant Michael Barnett
Alexis Cheyenne Beard
Sarah M. Cloud
Morgan Layssard Colvin
Carla Jean Cunningham
Long Thanh Dang
Lindsey Freeland
Corey Lee Greene
Julie S. Harris
Jennifer Marie Hernandez

Ashley Marie Jeffrey
Emily L. King
Madison Evelyn Gail Klammer
Megan Elise Lane
Elizabeth A. Lash
Mishann Luedders
Stephanie Michelle Miller
Hannah Layne Mitchell
Dawn Denise Moline
Carter Lee Norman
Kirsten Marie Orange
Haley A. Phelan
Kristy Ann Porter
Kristen Ranahan
Tiffany Dawn Reckling
Sarah Elizabeth Scott
Rebecca Alexandra Shaffer
Katie Michelle Waller
Suzanne Michelle White
Madison Taylor Winter
Ashlynn Marie Young

Doctor of Nursing Practice
Justin Lane Alexander
Kimberly Nicole Alexander
James Dustin Bailey
Britney Beumeler
Lela Brown
Meghan Renee Bullock
Sarah Anne Campbell
Evan Jefferson Cook
Kelsi Jo Davison
Jonathan Ulises De La Torre
Willy Junior Desir
Eli Jacob Fulfer
Grant Phillip Gebhardt
Porsche Shyrell Gray
Amanda Graves Hale
Allison Jean Hasler
Tryseldah Mutsago Jabangwe
Amy E. Jenkins
Hanan Ahmad Kattom
Kathleen Grace Lance
Neil Donovan Langer
Sergio Leal-Angeles
Crystal N. Lee
Sedrick Todd Lewis  
Michaela B. Long
Jessica Helen Mack
Victoria Paige Massery
Gretchen Maria McCallum
Rosalynn Denise McGill
Casandra LeAnn Medlock
Christina Lynn Miller
LaDana LeAnn Morrison
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College of Nursing

Jim Beam Nimer
Cortney Brooke Payne
Jennifer Pifer
KeAnthony Levar Potter
Zuleima Lizeth Reyes

Tiffany Taggart Riley
Candace Eugenia Robinson
Jenifer Lynnlee Rooney
Sarah Rowland Russell
Nicole Sanders

Chelsea Scherz
Jennifer Elaine Strickland
Amelia Ray Vaughn
Keyisha Renee Washington

College of Nursing
Candidates for Degrees with Honors

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Honors Program

Kathryn Elizabeth Coleman
Lina Dharmesh Patel
Chloe Nicole Sawyer

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

With University Honors

Nadia Valeria Albonetti
Kaleigh B. Bagwell
Ethan Cole Briggler
Natalie Burklow
Lindsey Grace Byrum
Elizabeth Marie Cagle
Madison Kennedy Cobb
Kathryn Elizabeth Coleman
Camille Kathryn Crone
Tyler Dan Dawson
Steven M Dunn
Keithley Nicole Felton
Sara Elayna Gonzales
Skye Elizabeth Heffernan
Sea Jaeschke-Jester
Spenser Nicolas Killgore
Brenna Kuenzi
Salvador Martinez
Lindsey McFadden
Elizabeth Marie Nowak
Lina Dharmesh Patel
Sarah Raney
Alyssa Ruff
Allie Brianne Saunders
Chloe Nicole Sawyer
Taylor Jordan Shelton

Anna Catherine Shewmake
Heather Cathleen Susky
Katherine Teske
Adrian Trejo
Lauren Danielle Tucker
Brandon Lee Wallace
Abigail Waller
Daelynn Raye White
Brooke Wiggins
Ryan Bailey Williams
Alexis Worley

Master of Nursing Science

With Distinction

Emily Paige Austin
Nicholas R. Bahner
Grant Michael Barnett
Sarah M. Cloud
Morgan Layssard Colvin
Long Thanh Dang
Lindsey Freeland
Corey Lee Greene
Julie S. Harris
Jennifer Marie Hernandez
Ashley Marie Jeffrey
Emily L. King
Madison Evelyn Gail Klammer
Kristen Ranahan
Megan Elise Lane
Elizabeth A. Lash
Mishann Luedders
Stephanie Michelle Miller
Carter Lee Norman
Kirsten Marie Orange

Haley A. Phelan
Sarah Elizabeth Scott
Rebecca Shaffer
Katie Michelle Waller
Suzanne Michelle White
Madison Taylor Winter
Ashlynn Marie Young

Doctor of Nursing Practice

With Distinction

Justin Lane Alexander
Kimberly Nicole Alexander
Britney Beumeler
Lela Brown
Meghan Renee Bullock
Sarah Anne Campbell
Evan Jefferson Cook
Kelsi Jo Davison
Jonathan Ulises De La Torre
Willy Junior Desir
Eli Jacob Fulfer
Grant Phillip Gebhardt
Porsche Shyrell Gray
Amanda Graves Hale
Allison Jean Hasler
Amy E Jenkins
Hanan Ahmad Kattom
Kathleen Grace Lance
Neil Donovan Langer
Sergio Leal-Angeles
Crystal N Lee
Sedrick Todd Lewis
Jessica Helen Mack
Victoria Paige Massery
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College of Nursing

College of Nursing
Candidates for Degrees with Honors

Gretchen Maria McCallum
Rosalynn Denise McGill
Casandra LeAnn Medlock
Christina Lynn Miller
Jim Beam Nimer
Cortney Brooke Payne
Jennifer Pifer
KeAnthony Levar Potter
Zuleima Lizeth Reyes
Tiffany Taggart Riley
Candace Eugenia Robinson
Jenifer Lynnlee Rooney
Sarah Rowland Russell
Nicole Sanders
Chelsea Scherz
Jennifer Elaine Strickland
Amelia Ray Vaughn

Sigma Theta Tau International

Honor Society of Nursing

Bachelor of Science

In Nursing

Nadia Valeria Albonetti
Ethan Cole Briggler
Natalie Burklow
Lindsey Grace Byrum
Elizabeth Marie Cagle
Madison Kennedy Cobb
Kathryn Elizabeth Coleman
Camille Kathryn Crone
Tyler Dan Dawson
Keithley Nicole Felton
Cheryl Nicole Griffee

Skye Elizabeth Heffernan
Courtney Lauren Hughes
Sea Jaeschke-Jester
Brenna Kuenzi
Elizabeth Marie Nowak
Lina Dharmesh Patel
Alyssa Ruff
Chloe Nicole Sawyer
Taylor Jordan Shelton
Anna Shewmake
Heather Cathleen Susky
Lauren Danielle Tucker
Brandon Lee Wallace
Abigail Waller
Daelynn Raye White
Brooke Wiggins
Alexis Worley

Sigma Theta Tau International

Honor Society of Nursing

Master of Nursing Science

Morgan Layssard Colvin
Long Thanh Dang
Lindsey Freeland
Corey Lee Greene
Julie S Harris
Jennifer Marie Hernandez
Stephanie Michelle Miller
Hannah Layne Mitchell
Kristy Porter
Sarah Elizabeth Scott
Suzanne Michelle White

Sigma Theta Tau International

Honor Society of Nursing

Doctor of Nursing Practice

Kelsi Jo Davison
Willy Junior Desir
Amy E Jenkins
Kathleen Grace Lance
Crystal N Lee
Sedrick Todd Lewis
Victoria Paige Massery
Rosalynn Denise McGill
Casandra LeAnn Medlock
Christina Lynn Miller
LaDana LeAnn Morrison
Jim Beam Nimer
KeAnthony Levar Potter
Zuleima Lizeth Reyes
Tiffany Taggart Riley
Candace Eugenia Robinson
Jenifer Lynnlee Rooney
Nicole Sanders
Keyisha Renee Washington

Sigma Theta Tau International

Honor Society of Nursing

Doctor of Philosophy

Steven Chasteen
Tammy Webb
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Fay W. Boozman College of Public Health

Candidates Presented by

Mark L. Williams, Ph.D.
Dean of the Fay W. Boozman 
College of Public Health

Graduate Certificate in  
Healthcare Analytics
Toan Van Bui
Michail Mavros
Rumbidzai Mlambo
Racheal Helen Odom
Ashley Lauren Sigler
Sami Uwaydat

Graduate Certificate in  
Public Health
Chassidy Nacole Barnes
Ricky Leemon Crumpton
Rachel Alexis DeGood
Kierra Savannah Huskey
Guillermo Leyva
Charla Aretha Wiley

Master of Health Administration
Jackson Thomas Bryant
David Dean Clausing
Stephen Michael Freeman
Terrance Dewayne James
Carl Edward Lindsey
Maria Alejandra Meneses Ramos
Kate Starnes
Shannon Matthew Steele
Shilpa Reddy Thokala

Alberto Gabriel Victoria Correa
Jennifer Lee Webb

Master of Public Health
Sawan Attwal
Harrison Scott Ballard
Tara Ashli Bates
Austin Wayne Bell
Shelby Brooke Bell
Keianna Deshaun Brown
Evie Kathryn Cannon
Sally Barnes Clark
Carolina Carter Coleman
Janice Lorraine Cooper
Breyanna Michelle Dulaney
Linnsey Michelle Dunavan
Elizabeth Eckart
Gunner Ray Gilbert
Morgan Paige Gurel-Headley
Larkin B. Harris
Citlalmina Ilhuicamina
Ebony Faith Jackson
John Alexander Jennings
Lillian Mary Jones
Savana Kuhn
Matthew Laws
Luke Hardin Lefler
Rayvern Demetria Lewis
Sophia Vi-Hang Ly
Kathyrn Elizabeth Marchant-Miros
Hannah C. McCoy
Moira Elaine Moore
Maria Renee Neal
Brooke Elizabeth Nunn
Chidinma Ijeoma Ododo

Catherine Rose Peppers
Abigail Jo Pickhardt
Anna Claire Pilkington
Carl Domenico Ramponi
John Matthew Schofield
Kulsoom Shaikh
Jacob Siebenmorgen
Bailey R. Singleton
Alexandria Marie Smith
Keller Boone Smith
Kristen Margaret Stringfellow
Hudson Mackenley Surber
Blaire Morgan Taggart
Tarendeep Thind
Emily Katherine Waller
Emily Grace Watson
Jayda Williams
Mallory Mercer Witham
Caddo Brennan Wright
Olivia Moffett Zimmer

Master of Science in
Healthcare Data Analytics
Sabiha Aman
Erin Kisor
Dianna Laura Leal
Deboleena Thakur

Doctor of Public Health
Brandie L. Mikesell



 
 
 

Fay W. Boozman College of Public Health

Fay W. Boozman College of Public Health
Candidates for Degrees with Honors

22

Graduate Certificate In

Healthcare Analytics

Racheal Helen Odom 
Ashley Lauren Sigler

Graduate Certificate 
in Public Health

Chassidy Nacole Barnes
Rachel Alexis DeGood
Kierra Savannah Huskey
Guillermo Leyva

Master Of Health 
Administration

Jackson Thomas Bryant
David Dean Clausing
Stephen Michael Freeman
Maria Alejandra Meneses Ramos

Master Of Public Health

Harrison Scott Ballard
Tara Ashli Bates
Austin Wayne Bell
Shelby Brooke Bell
Evie Kathryn Cannon
Elizabeth Eckart
Larkin B. Harris
Lillian Mary Jones
Savana Kuhn
Luke Hardin Lefler
Sophia Vi-Hang Ly
Kathyrn Elizabeth Marchant-Miros
Maria Renee Neal
Brooke Elizabeth Nunn
Catherine Rose Peppers
Carl Domenico Ramponi
Keller Boone Smith

Kristen Margaret Stringfellow
Hudson Mackenley Surber
Blaire Morgan Taggart
Tarendeep Thind
Emily Katherine Waller
Emily Grace Watson
Mallory Mercer Witham
Caddo Brennan Wright

Master Of Science In

Healthcare Data Analytics

Erin Kisor 
Dianna Laura Leal
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College of Pharmacy

Candidates Presented by

Cindy D. Stowe,  
Pharm.D.
Dean of the College  
of Pharmacy

Doctor of Pharmacy
Lauren Abbott
Fatimah Al-Doori
Joel Araujo
Mason Kenneth Archer
Daniel Armstrong
Whitney Nicole Austin
Emily Faith Bain
Lauren Mackenzie Bellamy
Andrew Clark Betts
Alanna Maria Bramwell
Joseph Austin Brill
Jared Clay Bristow
Kara Burchfield
Kimberly Michelle Byrd-Dixon
Gracen Caraway
Emily N. Carter
Sarah Jean Coffman
Jocelyn E. Cornwell
Brendon Michael Coughran
Jeffery Alan Davis
Payton McKenzie Davis

Nicolas Alexander Day
Darshan P. Desai
Ravyn Faulkner
Morgan Elizabeth Gilley
Victoria Nicole Hardin
Story Kathryn Hart
Alan Herrera Rueda
Victoria Hoggard
Mary Catherine Hunter
Alexis Jacobus
Hannah Johnson
Allison Kathleen Knott
Jennifer Lynn Langley
Zoe Ledbetter
Madeline E. Loftin
Jonathan Lott
Alexis Ludwig
DeAnna Janae’ Massey
Hannah Katherine McAllister
Kennede Channing McLeroy-Charles
Kallie Leighan Mendenhall
Tiara Lynn Mickens
Rachael Murray
Maria Renee Neal
Brooke Jacobs Palasini
Emery Elaine Parker
Kendall Elizabeth Perkins
Ashton Brooke Phillips
Barry Kent Powers

Danielle Prince
Olivia Pugh
Jazlyn Kiana Purnell
Benjamin Austin Quattlebaum
Alexa Lynell Ramick
Mary Katelyn Record
Austin Richards
Darrin Wayne Roland
Lauren M. Romo
Amanda Claire Russell
Lauren Nicole Saulsbery
Mary Rose Siebenmorgen
Katherine Elizabeth Snider
Austin Gage Stanage
Jacob Bradley Stewart
Emily Grace Stover-Hedden
Mackenzie Edith Suggs
Phi Nhat Tang
Victoria Chuan Tang
Rachel RayAnn Ward
Connor John White
Stephanie Lynne White
Hannah Elizabeth Williams
Kaitlyn Williams
Alexandra C. Wilson
Jasmine Ciera Wilson
Dylan Michael Yowell
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College of Pharmacy
Candidates for Degrees with Honors

College of Pharmacy

Faculty Gold Key 
Victoria Hoggard

 Jordin Scholars 
Whitney Austin
Payton Davis
Victoria Hoggard
Alexis Jacobus
Benjamin Quattlebaum
Lauren Romo
Mary Rose Siebenmorgen
Dylan Yowell

With High Honors

Whitney Austin
Payton Davis
Victoria Hoggard
Alexis Jacobus
Benjamin Quattlebaum
Lauren Romo
Mary Rose Siebenmorgen
Dylan Yowell

With Honors 
Alanna Bramwell-Shittu
Jared Bristow
Jocelyn Cornwell
Jeffery Davis, Jr.
Alexa Ramick
Amanda Russell
Victoria Tang

Honors in Research 

Fatimah Al-Doori
Daniel Armstrong
Alanna Bramwell-Shittu
Joseph Brill
Alan Herrera-Rueda
Allison Knott
Kennede McLeroy-Charles
Maria Neal
Benjamin Quattlebaum
Mary Rose Siebenmorgen

Phi Lambda Sigma National 
Honor Society 
Alanna Bramwell-Shittu
Jeffery Davis, Jr.
Story Hart
Victoria Hoggard
Kennede McLeroy-Charles
Tiara Mickens
Kendall Perkins
Benjamin Quattlebaum
Alexa Ramick
Amanda Russell
Katherine Snider
Phi Tang
Jasmine  Wilson

Rho Chi National Honor  
Society

Daniel Armstrong
Whitney Austin
Alanna Bramwell-Shittu
Jared Bristow
Jocelyn Cornwell
Jeffery Davis, Jr.
Payton Davis
Story Hart
Victoria Hoggard
Alexis Jacobus
Jennifer Langley
Benjamin Quattlebaum
Alexa Ramick
Lauren Romo
Amanda Russell
Mary Rose Siebenmorgen
Victoria Tang
Dylan Yowell
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Candidates presented by

Steven A. Webber,  
MBChB, MRCP
Dean of the College 
of Medicine and UAMS 
Executive Vice Chancellor

Doctor of Medicine
Iad Alhallak
Brandon Cole Allen
Jeffery Lynn Anderson
Andrew Robert Baker
Ethan Lee Ballard
Harrison Scott Ballard
Dylan Reid Barrow
Tamanna Basri
Tara Ashli Bates
Kristen May Beasley
Austin Wayne Bell
Shelby Brooke Bell
Kendall J. Booker
Hayden Harrison Bowman
Anna Edgeworth Bragg
Christopher Chase Brazeal
Aristo Cornelius Brizzolara
Olivia Paige Brown
Landon B. Bruich
Jennie Lee Burns
Willis Wright Callaway
Evie Kathryn Cannon
Drew Tyler Castleberry
Angel Castro
Graham Cate
Harish Chatrathi
Winson Chee
Faizan Ahmad Cheema
Sally Barnes Clark
Samuel Davis Cloyd
Hannah Coffman
Carolina Carter Coleman
Charles William Conkin
Madeline E. Cox
Darynne Angelique Dahlem
Kacee JaiQuinten Daniels
Troy Davidson
Jackson W. Douglas
Breyanna Michelle Dulaney
Linnsey Michelle Dunavan
Michaela Joan Edwards

Haley Elizabeth Feezell
Macey Feimster
Kaley Elizabeth Ferguson
Russell Lee Garner
Aaron James Gaul
Saxyam Gautam
Gunner Ray Gilbert
Evan Charles Glassford
Mackinzie Goeke
Emily Margaret Goodman
Josephine Audrey Gottsponer
Connor Michael Griffin
Anveshi Gabriela Guha
Morgan Paige Gurel-Headley
Larkin B Harris
Tyler Austin Hart
Fuad Adnan Haydar
Thomas Ethan Heye
Kimberly Paige Hicks
Sarah Elizabeth House
Alyssa Paige Jeffery
John Alexander Jennings
Nathan A. Johnson
Arch Howard Jones
Lillian Mary Jones
Lauren Nicole Joseph
Amrit Kannan
Farhan Kawsar
Claire Keisling
Tyler Abram Kilgore
Robert Csaba Kiss
Parker Knapp
Pranav Kolluru
Megan Chiau Hoong Kueh
Savana Kuhn
Kennedy Kuykendall
Hyukmin Kwon
Matthew Laws
Luke Hardin Lefler
Nada Lelovic
Harrison Bradlee Lester
Scott Philip Lirgg
Francesca V. LoBianco
Brianna Simone Long
Sophia Vi-Hang Ly
Delanie Palmer Mack
Andrew Reynolds Mangan
Callie Anne Margiotta
Colmon Walker Massey
Bailey Danielle McCreary

Monroe Phillip McKay
Connor Shewmake Miller
Laura Ludmilla Miron
Reece Buchanan Mitchell
Elise Graham Moix
Alexandra Elizabeth Moore
Moira Elaine Moore
Austin Morgan
John A. Musser VI
Nikhil Nair
Andrew Newman
Matthew Newman
Báchkhoa Nguyen
Phong Van Nguyen
Benjamin Edward Nord
Allen Curtis Norris
Brooke Elizabeth Nunn
Alberto Ocampo De La Fuente
ChrisTina Nnedi Okolo
Meredith Ott
Brewer Owen
Spencer Ryan Parnell
Sasin Payakachat
Beau Tanner Pennington
Velimir Ming-Leung Petrovic
Quy Pham
Matthew Phillips
Abigail Jo Pickhardt
Kristina Ama Ankomaba Pieterson
Anna Claire Pilkington
Collin Willie Pilkington
Ryan Louis Pohlkamp
Eric Jamison Porter
Genna Riley Potter
Ryan R Rahman
Carl Domenico Ramponi
Marc Deshon Reed
Savannah Rae Reiter
Kathryn Christine Rhomberg
Atika Sadou Ricks
Will Ray Robbins
Anapaula Rojas
Tony Scott Roller II
Pamela Beatriz Rosales
Connor Bjorn Roset
Nadia Safar
Aaron William Sesler
Jacob Siebenmorgen
Bailey R Singleton
Jonathan Andrew Sledge

College of Medicine
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Graduate School

College of Medicine
Candidates for Degrees with Honors

Ethan Seth Smith
Michael Aaron Smith
Sangeetha Sonney
Blake Devin Spilker
Justin Robert Stanley
Corbin Andrew Stinnett
Madison Taylor Stoudt
Kristen Margaret Stringfellow
Brock Allen Sullivan
Sarah Christian Sullivan

Hudson Mackenley Surber
Bailey Sutliff
Blaire Morgan Taggart
Tarendeep Thind
Aimee Ai-Mi Tran
Timothy James Trotter
Susan Christine Tucker
Olivia Tzeng
Katelyn Elizabeth Vawter
Emily Katherine Waller

Zachary Waugh
Hunter Austin Wayland
Madison Grace Whaley
John Michael Winn
Addison Marie Yee
Cammie Elaina York
Taher Murtaza Yusufali
Sairi Zhang
Olivia Moffett Zimmer

College of Medicine

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Society

Brandon Cole Allen
Harrison Scott Ballard
Jennie Lee Burns
Graham Cate
Samuel Davis Cloyd
Darynne Angelique Dahlem
Emily Margaret Goodman
Connor Michael Griffin
Morgan Paige Gurel
Larkin Bryan Harris
Thomas Ethan Heye
Lillian Mary Jones
Farhan Kawsar
Savana Teagan Kuhn
Kennedy Hope Kuykendall
Nada Lelovic
Andrew Mangan
Monroe Phillip McKay
Reece Buchanan Mitchell
Elise Graham Moix
Brooke Elizabeth Nunn
Kristina Pieterson
Ryan Louis Pohlkamp
Genna Riley Potter
Ryan Rahman
Kaersti Lynn Rickels
Nadia Safar
Aaron William Sesler
Connor Nicole Shewmake
Hudson Mackenley Surber

Blaire Morgan Taggart
Addison Marie Yee
Sairi Zhang

Buchanan Key

Reece Buchanan Mitchell 

Roberts Key 
Ryan Louis Pohlkamp 

Honors In Research

Iad Alhallak 
Brandon Cole Allen 
Andrew Robert Baker 
Harrison Scott Ballard 
Sally Barnes Clark 
Tara Ashli Bates 
Hayden Harrison Bowman 
Anna Edgeworth Bragg 
Olivia Paige Brown 
Jennie Lee Burns 
Evie Kathryn Cannon 
Drew Tyler Castleberry 
Harish Chatrathi
Samuel Davis Cloyd 
Hannah Coffman 
Carolina Carter Coleman 
Kacee JaiQuinten Daniels 
Breyanna Michelle Dulaney 
Haley Elizabeth Feezell
Macey Feimster
Kaley Elizabeth Ferguson

Aaron James Gaul
Gunner Ray Gilbert
Emily Margaret Goodman
Josphine Audrey Gottsponer
Larkin B Harris 
Thomas Ethan Heye 
Lillian Mary Jones 
Amrit Kannan 
Farhan Kawsar 
Claire Keisling 
Tyler Abram Kilgore 
Robert Csaba Kiss
Pranav Kolluru 
Savana Kuhn 
Matthew Laws 
Nada Lelovic 
Francesca V. LoBianco
Brianna Simone Long 
Sophia Vi-Hang Ly
Delanie Palmer Mack 
Andrew Reynolds Mangan 
Callie Anne Margiotta 
Monroe Phillip McKay 
Connor Shewmake Miller 
Laura Ludmilla Miron 
Reece Buchanan Mitchell 
Olivia Moffett Zimmer
Moira Elaine Moore  
Alexandra Elizabeth Moore
Nikhil Nair Báchkhoa Nguyen 
Brooke Elizabeth Nunn 
Alberto Ocampo De La Fuente 
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Velimir Ming-Leung Petrovic 
Abigail Jo Pickhardt
Anna Claire Pilkington 
Collin Willie Pilkington 
Ryan Louis Pohlkamp 
Genna Riley Potter 
Ryan R Rahman 
Carl Domenico Ramponi 
Kathryn Christine Rhomberg 
Anapaula Rojas 
Nadia Safar 
Aaron William Sesler 
Jacob Siebenmorgen  
Sangeetha Sonney 
Blake Devin Spilker 
Justin Robert Stanley 
Madison Taylor Stoudt 
Kristen Margaret Stringfellow 
Hudson Mackenley Surber 
Bailey Sutliff 
Tarendeep Thind 
Aimee Ai-Mi Tran 
Timothy James Trotter 
Olivia Tzeng 
Emily Katherine Waller 
John Michael Winn
Addison Marie Yee 
Taher Murtaza Yusufali 

Honors In Global Health  
And Community Service

Linnsey Michelle Dunavan 
Bailey Sutliff 

Honors In Pediatrics

Darynne Dahlem
Troy Davidson
Macey Feimster
Mackenzie Goeke
Parker Knapp
Meredith Ott
Blaire Taggart

Honors in Underserved   
Primary Care

Atika Sadou Ricks
Austin Wayne Bell 
Shelby Brooke Bell 
Charles William Conkin 
Lauren Nicole Joseph 
Claire Keisling 
Elise Graham Moix
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Graduate School

Candidates Presented by  

Dean of the Graduate 
School

Graduate Certificate in  
Biomedical Informatics
Rania Elkhateb
Obeid Mohammad Shafi
Azriel Stinson

Graduate Certificate in Clinical  
and Translational Sciences
Murad Almasri
Alan Patrick Baltz

Graduate Certificate in Health 
Sciences Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship
Lauren Nicole Russell 

Graduate Certificate in 
Implementation Science
Jennifer L. Vincenzo

Graduate Certificate in  
Regulatory Sciences
Ifeoluwa A. Bamgbose
Kerigan Lea Bradshaw
Kumari Vaijayanti Karn
Charlkesha Alexandrea Rahming
Mika Alexandra Taylor
Alicja Joanna Urbaniak

Master of Science
Lauren Elizabeth Appell 
(Clinical and Translational Sciences) 
M.D., University of Alabama; B.S., 
University of California at Los 
Angeles

Margaret J. Ballard
(Clinical Nutrition)
B.S., Ouachita Baptist University

Sushma Bhusal
(Clinical and Translational Sciences)
M.B.B.S., Pondicherry University

Holly E. Cummings
(Clinical Nutrition)
B.S., University of Central Arkansas

Margaret Elizabeth Deshotel
(Clinical Nutrition)
B.S., Louisiana State University

LaTambria Dianne Hampton
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock

Mitchell Forrest Kirby
(Clinical Nutrition)
B.S., Harding University

Samia Sultana Lira
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., University of Dhaka

Katie Ryan
(Clinicial Nutrition)
B.S., University of Central Missouri

Debopam Samanta
(Clinical and Translational Sciences)
M.D., University of Delhi; M.B.B.S, 
Calcutta University

Meghan Beatrice Schmuck
(Clinical Nutrition)
B.S., University of Arkansas

Mriga Shrikhande
(Pharmaceutical Evaluation and 
Policy)
M.S., St. John’s University; B.Pharm., 
Bombay College of Pharmacy

Timothy Lee Steen
(Clinical Nutrition)
B.S., University of Arkansas

Sarah Stoothoff
(Clinical Nutrition)
B.S., University of Arkansas

Mika Alexandra Taylor
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., Stephen F. Austin State 
University

Cordelia Alicia Underwood
(Clinical Nutrition)
Post-Baccalaureate Dietetic 
Internship, University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences; B.S., University of 
Arkansas

Sonya Nicole Utecht
(Biomedical Informatics)
B.A., Hendrix College

Doctor of Philosophy
Saly Abouelenein
(Biomedical Informatics)
M.B.B.Ch., Mansoura University; 
M.S., University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences
Advisors: Fred Prior, Ph.D.; Kevin 
Wayne Sexton, Ph.D.; and Malek Al-
Hawwas, M.D., Ph.D. 
Dissertation: A Hematological 
Prognostic Marker for Cardiovascular 
Disease Mortality

Naiha Ahmad 
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
MPhil, Forman Christian College; 
B.S., Forman Christian College
Advisor: Jia Liu, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Understanding the 
Cellular Function of SAMD9 Protein 
Using a Virus and Oxidative Stress as 
Tools

Jewel Banik
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., North South University
Advisor: Angus MacNicol, Ph.D.
Dissertation: The Role of Musashi 
and Regulated mRNA Translation in 
Pituitary Plasticity

Sean D. Taverna, Ph.D.,
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Emine Bircan
(Epidemiology)
MPH, University of Nebraska 
Medical Center
Advisor: Wendy N. Nembhard, 
MPH, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Long-term Risk of 
Cardiovascular Disease in Mothers 
Who Have Infants with Congenital 
Heart Defects in Arkansas

Susie Lynn Boles
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., Henderson State University
Advisor: Samantha Kendrick, Ph.D.
Dissertation: GC-Rich Region in the 
MYD88 Promoter Forms Secondary 
Structures that can be Modulated by 
Small Molecules

Danielle Brittany Boothe
(Epidemiology)
MPH, Washington University in St. 
Louis; B.S., Juniata College
Advisors: Wendy N. Nembhard, 
MPH, Ph.D.; Dirk Haselow, 
M.D.; and Namvar Zohoori, 
M.D. Dissertation: Tuberculosis 
Elimination in Arkansas: Modeling 
Incidence and Evaluation of 
Screening Strategy

Katherine Lindley Bronson
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., Liberty University
Advisor: Angus MacNicol, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Regulation of Musashi-
Dependent Translational Activation 
Y Co-Associated Proteins

Steven Chasteen
(Nursing Science)
MNSc, BSN, University of Arkansas 
for Medical Sciences; B.S., University 
of Arkansas
Advisor: Martha Rojo, Ph.D.
Dissertation: A Comparison of 
Simulation-Based Education with 
Lecture-Based Teaching to Enhance 
LGBTQ Cultural Competence in 
Nurse Practitioner Students

Alisha Ann-Marie Crump
(Epidemiology)
MPH, University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences; B.S., Mount St. 
Mary’s University
Advisors: Benjamin Amick, Ph.D.; 
and Brian Fairman, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Structural Determinants 
of Cigar Behavior among Youth and 
Young Adults

Zinia Charlotte D’Souza
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
M.Sc., University of Mumbai; B.S., 
St. Xavier’s College
Advisor: Vladimir Lupashin, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Dismantling the 
Golgi’s Vesicle Tethering and Fusion 
Machinery: An Investigation into 
the Functional Interplay between 
Key Players of the Vesicle Fusion and 
Tethering Machinery at the Golgi-
Endosome Interface

Alexa Celeste Escapita
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso
Advisor: Tara Johnson, MD
Dissertation: Neurodevelopment in 
Children with Critical Congenital 
Heart Disease

Arina Eyimina
(Health Systems and Services 
Research)
M.A., Central Michigan University; 
M.A., University of Connecticut; 
B.B.A., Temple University
Advisor: Mick Tilford, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Variation in Prescribing 
Uptake and Adverse Outcomes for 
Adult Patients with Major Depressive 
Disorder

Dylan Michele Gilbreath
(Neurobiology and Developmental 
Sciences)
B.A., Hendrix College
Advisor: Linda Larson-Prior, Ph.D. 
Dissertation: Characterizing Early 
Diet’s Effect on the Functional 
Development of the Infant Brain

Matthew Michael Harmon
(Nursing Science)
B.A. and BSN, Arkansas State 
University; AASN, Arkansas 
Northeastern College
Advisors: Sara Jones, Ph.D.; Martha 
Rojo, Ph.D.; and Krista Susan 
Snellgrove, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Barriers and Facilitators 
to NGRI Conditional Release 
Completion

Helen Ruth Hayes
(Neurobiology and Developmental 
Sciences)
B.S., University of Arkansas
Advisor: Mark S Mennemeier, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Establishment of 
EEG Based Biomarkers of the 
rTMS Induced Treatment Effect in 
Subjective Tinnitus
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Sangam Kandel
(Biomedical Informatics)
M.Sci., East Tennessee State 
University; B.S., Kathmandu 
University
Advisors: Advisors: David Ussery, 
Ph.D.; Michael Robeson, Ph.D.; and 
Terry Harville, M.D., Ph.D.
Dissertation: Genomic Surveillance 
of SARS-CoV-2 using Long-Range 
PCR Primers

Namarta Kapil
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
M.S., B.S., Panjab University
Advisor: Tara Johnson, M.D.
Dissertation: Cerebral Palsy: Early 
Markers of Clinical Phenotype

Jessica Lynn Kelliher
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., B.A.; Arkansas Tech University
Advisor: Justin Leung, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Molecular Mechanisms 
of the Phospho-Ubiquitin Axis in the 
Response to Double-Stranded Breaks

Aaron S. Kemp
(Biomedical informatics)
MBA, University of California, 
Irvine; B.A., Hendrix College
Advisors: Linda Larson-Prior, 
Ph.D.; Fred Prior, Ph.D.; and Tuhin 
Virmani, M.D., Ph.D.
Dissertation: Deep-Learning 
Recurrent Neural Networks to 
Identify Candidate Biomarkers 
of Dynamic Neural Network 
Abnormalities among People with 
Parkinson’s Disease

Juchan Lim
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., Yeungnam University
Advisor: Angus M. MacNicol, Ph.D..
Dissertation: Cellular Plasticity 
within the Anterior Pituitary

Francesca V. LoBianco
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
M.S. University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences; B.S. Lyon College
Advisor: Nukhet Aykin-Burns, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Targeting Redox 
Metabolism for Liver Cancer 
Treatment

Ruchira Vishwas Mahashabde
(Pharmaceutical Evaluation and 
Policy)
M.S., University of Toledo; B.Pharm, 
University of Mumbai, India
Advisor: Dr. Chenghui Li, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Outcomes of Immune 
Checkpoint Inhibitors among Older 
Adults with Non-Small Cell Lung 
Cancer and Synchronous Brain 
Metastasis

Miguel Antonio Bernabe Mercado
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S. University of Central Arkansas
Advisor: Lin-Xi Li, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Characterization of 
innate immune effectors and CD4 
T cell-mediated protection during 
Chlamydia muridarum infection

Whitney Kathleen Norris
(Clinical and Translational Sciences)
Ed.S., M.S., B.A., Harding 
University
Advisors: Martha Rojo, Ph.D.; and 
Robert McGehee, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Exploration of Factors 
Associated with the Implementation 
of Neurofeedback in Outpatient 
Mental Health Treatment

Brian Jackson Parks
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., Abilene Christian University
Advisors: Lisa Brents, Ph.D.; and 
Michael Berquist III, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Effects of a Two-Hit 
Model of Early Life Adversity on 
Oral Ethanol Self-Administration, 
Adrenergic Receptor Expression, and 
Morphine-Induced Antinociception 
in Adolescent Rats

Ashley Renee Pike
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., Bellevue University; A.A.S., 
Iowa Western Community College
Advisors: G. Andrew James, Ph.D.; 
Paul D. Drew, Ph.D.; and Robert Lee 
Archer, M.D.
Dissertation: Neuroimaging 
Predictors of Cognitive Impairment 
and Disability Decline in Multiple 
Sclerosis

Robert Merrill Ray
(Health Systems and Services 
Research)
MBA, University of Houston; B.S., 
University of Missouri
Advisors: J. Mick Tilford, Ph.D.; and 
Clare Brown, Ph.D., MPA
Dissertation: The Impact of the 
Repeal of the Affordable Care Act’s 
Individual Mandate: An Evaluation 
of Changes in Insurance Coverage 
and Employment among Medicaid 
Expansion and Non-Expansion States
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Catherine C. Shoults
(Biomedical Informatics)
MPH, Yale University; BS, Missouri 
State University
Advisors: Corey J. Hayes, Pharm.D., 
Ph.D.; Thomas Powell, M.D.; and 
Jonathan Bona, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Reddit as a 
Pharmacovigilance Tool: Feasibility, 
Comparability, and Insights into 
the Use of a Narrative Social Media 
Website to Complement FDA 
Reporting

Devin K. Terry
(Nursing Science)
MSN, University of Central 
Arkansas; BSN, Arkansas State 
University
Advisor: Sara Jones, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Clinical Decision 
Support Tools: Acute Care RNs 
Perceptions of Usefulness and Ease 
of Use

Hayley Marie Theriot
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., Louisiana State University
Advisor: Roger Pechous, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Identifying and 
Characterizing Determinants of 
the Biphasic Disease Progression of 
Pneumonic Plague

Melanie Elise Thomasson
(Health Systems and Services 
Research)
M.P.H., University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences; B.L.A., University 
of Missouri at Kansas City
Advisor: Holly Felix, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Level of Care in Home 
and Community-Based Services 
for Older Adults: A Cross-State 
Comparison and Development of 
Consensus Policies

Xiuqi Wang
(Interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Sciences)
B.S., China Pharmaceutical 
University
Advisors: Hongyu Li, Ph.D.; and 
Robert Eoff, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Discovery of 
Imidazopyridine Analogs as FLT3-
ITD Secondary Mutant Inhibitors 
for the Treatment of Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia       

Tammy Webb
(Nursing Science)
MNSc, Excelsior College; BSN, 
University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences
Advisor: Corey Nagel, Ph.D.
Dissertation: Impact of Nurse 
Residency Programs on Patient 
Quality and Safety Outcomes in 
Children’s Hospitals

Cilia Zayas
(Biomedical Informatics)
MHA, MSF, University of Florida
Advisor: Mathias Brochhausen, 
Ph.D.
Dissertation: Structural Properties 
of Electronic Information Sharing 
Networks and Their Impact on ICU 
Readmission Risk: A Cohort Study 
of Adults Admitted to an Arkansas 
Medical Center

Graduate School



To The Brave Men and Women of Our Armed Forces
“When I was a child, I was told that men were branded by 

war. Has the brand been put on me? Have the years of blood 
and ruin stripped me of all decency? Of all belief?

Not of all belief. I believe in the force of a hand grenade, 
the power of artillery, the accuracy of a Garand. I believe in 
hitting before you get hit, and that dead men do not look 
noble.

But I also believe in men like Brandon and Novak and 
Swope and Kerrigan; and all the men who stood up against 
the enemy, taking their beatings without whimper and their 
triumphs without boasting. The men who went and would 
go again to hell and back to preserve what our country thinks 
right and decent.

My country. America! That is it. We have been so intent on 
death that we have forgotten life. And now suddenly life faces 

us. I swear to myself that I will measure up to it. I may be 
branded by war, but I will not be defeated by it.

Gradually it becomes clear. I will go back. I will find the 
kind of girl of whom I once dreamed. I will learn to look at 
life through uncynical eyes, to have faith, to know love. I 
will learn to work in peace as in war. And finally-finally, like 
countless others, I will learn to live again.”

Audie Murphy
To Hell and Back

Audie Murphy is famous for being the “Most Decorated Soldier 
in WWII,” a record that stands to this day. The son of a Texas 
sharecropper, Murphy lied about his age in order to join the Army at 
17. By the time he was released from service two years later, he had 
killed 240 German soldiers and was awarded every medal for bravery 
that the nation bestows, including the Congressional Medal of Honor.

To those who have served 
or are serving still,

To those who have fallen 
yet walk in memory,

To those who have secured 
our liberty, protected our 

freedom and preserved the 
promise of opportunity for 
ourselves and our children.

Thank you



Congratulations
2024

to the class of

501-686-8200
alumni@uams.edu
alumni.uams.edu

The UAMS Alumni Association 
congratulates our newest members 
– the Class of 2024 – and welcomes 
you into an elite group of more than 
30,000 UAMS graduates all over the 
world.

The UAMS Alumni Association 
proudly serves the needs and interests 
of all alumni of the five colleges 
and graduate school that comprises 
the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences.
 
STAY CONNECTED . . .
FOLLOW US AND
WE’LL FOLLOW YOU. 

Lorem ipsumLorem ipsum

As you take your place within the 
legacy of this prestigious institution, 
you now serve as ambassadors on 
behalf of UAMS and the rich tradition 
of medical excellence it represents.

Yesterday,  
A STUDENT.

Today,  
A GRADUATE.

Tomorrow,  
AN ALUMNUS.

Congratulations
2022to the class of

The UAMS Alumni Association 
congratulates our newest 
members – the Class of 2022 – 
and welcomes you into an elite 
group of more than 30,000 
UAMS graduates all over the 
world. 
As you take your place within the 
legacy of this prestigious 
institution, you now serve as 
ambassadors on behalf of UAMS 
and the rich tradition of medical 
excellence it represents.

The UAMS Alumni Association 
proudly serves the needs and 
interests of all alumni of the five 
colleges and graduate school 
which comprise the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

STAY CONNECTED. . . 
FOLLOW US AND  
WE’LL FOLLOW YOU. 

501-668866-88220000
alumni@uams.edu
alumni.uams.edu

uams alumni 
association @uams_alumni @uams_alumni

uams alumni   @uams_alumni   @uams_alumni
association

Yesterday
A STUDENT.

Today
A GRADUATE.

Tomorrow
AN ALUMNUS.



The Academic Colors

Agriculture ........................................  Maize	
Medicine ...................................Kelly Green
Arts, Letters, Humanities .................. White	
Music....................................................Pink
Commerce, Accounting, Business ........ Drab	
Nursing ............................................Apricot
Dentistry ..............................................Lilac	
Oratory, Speech .......................... Silver Grey
Economics ........................................Copper	
Pharmacy ................................. Olive Green
Education ....................................Light Blue	
Philosophy .................................. Dark Blue
Engineering ......................................Orange 	

Physical Education .....................Sage Green
Fine Arts, Architecture ......................Brown	
Public Administration .............Peacock Blue
Forestry ............................................. Russet	
Public Health .......................... Salmon Pink
Health Professions ...........................Maroon 	
Science ..................................Golden Yellow
Journalism ......................................Crimson	
Social Work .......................................Citron
Law ................................................... Purple	
Theology ...........................................Scarlet
Library Science ................................. Lemon	
Veterinary Science ................................Grey






